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INTRODUCTION.

It has been after some careful hesitancy, that the Author has con-

sented to submit the following Letter to President Young, to be

printed in the British Isles, before its perusal by him for whom it

was primarily designed.

But, considering that the mission was appointed by a General

Conference of the Church, and that the British Saints had always

manifested a deep interest in all the foreign missions, and have re-

cently made frequent and particular inquiry after the result of the

mission to Berlin, which has terminated so abruptly, and to some,

in a manner wholly unexpected, the Author has concluded to

furnish the public with the full report of the mission in pamphlet

form, feeling that a mere abstract, printed in the Millennial Star,

would not be as satisfactory.

High anticipations have been raised in the minds of some, that

the King of Prussia was possessed of a liberal and tolerant spirit,

and that his desire for the knowledge of the Latter-day work, from

the Prophet in Zion, sprung from true benevolence to his numerous

subjects, and a cordial wish to be taught personally the way of sal-

vation more perfectly. But as an ancient King of Palestine once

desired of the Former-day Saints that he might see the young child

Jesus, under the pretext of worshipping him, while his secret design

was to kill him, as made manifest in the sequel, so we have suffi-

cient ground to suspect the design of the King of Prussia in the

present case, and to submit the same to the scrutiny of the Great

Searcher of all hearts.

Orson Spencer.



EE PO R T.

To President Beigham Young.

Honoured and Beloved Brother,—I feel it my pleasure and duty at this

time and place, to advise you of my doings, touching the Mission to the king-

dom of Prussia, which I have had the honour to undertake according to the

appointment of the Church. With the exception of a few of the first days of

my journey from Great Salt Lake City, I have enjoyed good health—abating

sea-sickness always. For this I am grateful to God, and to the Priesthood in

Zion, whose intercessions are ever effectual in behalf of the faithful. The
toils and difficulties of crossing the plains were measurably forgotten through
the delightful union and rich heavenly instructions of the large company of

Elders with whom I was happily associated. I pass over many striking in-

cidents attendant upon our journey through the States and across the Atlantic

Ocean, by briefly saying, the good and mighty hand of om* God was
strikingly made manifest in our comfort, preservation, and prosperity up to the

time of our arrival in Liverpool. All our brethren appointed on Missions to

England and Europe have now safely arrived, except brothers Lamoreaux,
Pitt, and Toner, whom we soon expect. The elements have combined to

give them a very astonishingly smft passage. One company of Elders crossed

the Atlantic in 15 days, by a sailing packet, and one or two others in 18 days.

On the '20th January, brother Jacob Houtz and myself sailed from Hull
for Hamburg ; brother Moses Clough being detained in England for want
of a passport. On our arrival in Hamburg, we found Elder Daniel Cam
just expelled from that city by an order of the government. He has

retreated to Altona, a Danish dominion, for the jDresent, but he feels very

uncertain whether he will be allowed to continue his labours in that region

to any good purpose much longer. The other portions of the German
Mission who have reached Hamburg are no less unsettled as to their prospec-

tive field of labour. The former, accompanied us to the American Consul,

a native German, Mr. Bromberg, in order to get our passports endorsed

;

Mr. Bromberg expressed some surprise at our presumption in undertaking

to carry the Gospel to the kingdom of Prussia. Says he, Prussia will not

treat you as the Syndic of Hambui'g has Elder Carn, debating a long time

whether they will allow you to operate there—their course will be prompt and
energetic, probably setting you out of their kingdom immediately, But, he
continued, if you should find it otherwise, I earnestly request that you will

please to inform me. He renewed the same request at a still later interview.

He observed that American citizens had frequently suffered imprisonment and
abuse in Germany, and the American government had been distinctly in-

formed of the same, but the information lay upon the files of Congress without

ever being even called up. Hamburg is sexually corrupt, like other nations of

Em'ope, and it is said, not only to license 15,000 females to transgress the laws

of virtue and of God, the revenue of which goes to support the army, but the



columns of the German newspapers contain notices, advertising for the com-

pany of females, naming what hour of the day the gentleman will admit them

to his apartment. Oh earth ! how shameless ! The secretary of the Ameri-

can Legation, Mr. Fay, residing at Berlin, told me that the prostitution of the

sexes in that city Avas greater than we should dare to tliinlc; and the Sabbath,

says he, is a holiday.

Upon our arrival at Berlin we were, in company with, other railway pas-

sengers, immediately surrounded with a moveable fence or paling, and guarded

by soldiers armed with guns and bayonets, until our examination was finished.

We then took a carriage, and were soon set doAMi at a respectable hotel, v.ith-

in five to eight minutes' walk of the king's palace. Our passports were de-

manded and taken to the police-ofiice. We accordingly soon secured a neat,

well furnished room in the hotel, which we soon dedicated to God and the

service of the Mission during our residence in it.

The next day we went to visit the American Legation, for the pui-pose of

securing any useful information as to the laws and usages of the Prussians,

and also what toleration or religious restrictions existed among them, and
further, what would be a proper method of securing an interview with the

king, if we should seek it.
_
We gave our names to the American minister,

Mr. Barnard, but not having a card of introduction at hand, we were not ad-

mitted to his presence. We then sought an interview with his secretary, Mr.

Fay, residing in another street, where we obtained ingress, his dignity being

more accessible. Mr. Fay hailed us as American citizens very familiarly, and

readily put many pointed questions concerning our Mission, and especially

the nature of our religion ; as. Do not your people totally reject Christianity ?

No, we do not reject true Christianity ; no, by no means. But do your peo-

ple believe in polygamy ? Most assuredly, we believe in the Patriarchal

Order of a Plurality of Wives, as taught in the Old and New Testament. I

wish to be open to conviction of truth, how can you prove the doctrine of

Plurality from the Scriptures ? it is not at all congenial with my feelings.

I waived such an abrupt and hurried investigation, and sought to turn

the conversation by promising at another time to put some books into his

possession, that might satisfy his mind better than a hasty conversation

could do. Mr. Fay politely proffered to give us a card to the Hon. Mr.

Barnard, for which we thanked him kindly, and promised to call upon him

again soon. We then soon had the pleasure of being admitted into the pre-

sence of Mr. Barnard, who was once a citizen of New York State, near

Rochester. Mr. Barnard, apparently at the age of 55 or 60, seemed intelli-

gent and dignified, but rather disposed to have our interview brief, saying

that he was very busy just then ; upon which intimation I immediately arose,

and said to brother Houtz, Then let us leave—giving him to understand that

we were not so dull that we could not appreciate a hint. Upon this he imme-

diately said, O, no, sit a little. Accordingly we sat down, and broached our

business. We mshed an interview with the King of Prussia, and such a

knowledge of the laws as would best subserve the interests of our Mission.

He responded, I can render you no aid v.-hatever in getting access to the king

—

perhaps Mr. Fay may inform you how the king is likely to be approached by

strangers. We had not however asked his aid in any way, but said incident-

ally that we had yet to learn how his majesty could be approached. He said

there was but one Church known in the laws of Prussia, and that was the

Evangelical Church, of which the king was the acknowledged head, and the

king felt it his duty to protect their religious order as much as any other in-



terest pertaining to the people. The Evangelical Lutheran Church was the

only es'tablishecl religion of the kingdom, but as there were some whole pro-

vinces that adhered to the Roman Catholic faith, that religion existed by
peDuission of Government, under the special and personal supervision

of the king's police. The Jews also have some shadow of religiou.s

privilege. The Baptists have a secret and unobserved existence in

Prussia ; but Baptist missionaries from other countries were not al-

lowed to remain in the kingdom of Prussia. Professor Oncken, a Bap-
tist, was immediately ejected from Prussia. And many highly respectable

sectarian ministers have been unceremoniously ejected from Prussia. The
Baptists are not permitted to- hold public meetings in any public place, or

to baptize, or to administer the rites of marriage. Their meetings are held
in an unobserved stolen manner ; and their baptisms practised after the same
manner. I inquired of Mr. Barnard, if there was anything in the policy of the

Government, or in their existing laws, that would forbid persons to emigrate
from Prussia to other countries. He replied, that both the policy and the
existing laws of the Government distinctly forbad emigration. The law, con-

tinues he, forbids any man to leave this kingdom until he has performed
service in the army during a given number of years. And if any citizen of

Prussia, after returning from a foreign land, (though he may have been absent
twenty years,) is proved not to have served in the royal army of Prussia, he
is immediately forced into the army, until the law which he has violated is

magnified. The laboming poor are regarded as constituting an essential part

of the support of Government, and any religion that favours emigration is

obnoxious to the policy and laws of the Government.
Seeing no poor persons in the streets, as in England, I inquired the cause.

My interpreter and guide replied, If a poor person were to lisp any expression

of his wants or sufferings, he would be immediately seized and put into the

custody of the Government officers, and put out of sight, and disposed of in

a manner quite unwelcome to a freeman. An intelligent gentleman, who-

had been a student of the University oi Berlin, told me that thousands died'

of starvation ; and the oppression of the people was wholly beyond endurance,

and insurrection and rebellion would inevitably take place soon. The re-

bellion of 1848 humbled the King, insomuch that he granted the people, in

the language of Mr. Barnard, the shadow of a constitution ; but though the

spirit of tyranny was forced to go abroad for a little season, seeking rest, yet

it has returned to the breast of the King of Prussia, with seven other spirits

worse than the first. As in the empire of France, the efforts of Prussians to

mollify the rigors of despotism have only resulted in multipljdng those rigors,,

tenfold. And the King's little finger in the year 1853 is thicker than his-,

thumb was previous to 1848. And this retrograde tendency to absolutism iS'

supposed to be universally prevalent on the whole continent of Europe.
We readily ascertained from the American Legation, that our arrival in

Berlin was looked, for and the object of our mission was no secret. That
Legation was familiar with the fact, that the King had sought an acquaint-

ance with the liistory of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

We found -our appointment had been published in German newspapers, also

,

a notice of the Danish emigration. An exaggeration of the number of the

Danish emigration, and also a misrepresentation of the design of our people

in obtaining emigrants from Europe, in order to become a state and subserve

political ends, were quite apparent in the different public German prints.

On Thursday, the 37 th January, we again called upon the secretary, Mr.
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Fay, not knowing whether We should be allowed to remain in Berlin long or

short, but desirous to malie as many acquaintances as possible, and glean from
the whole a loiowledge of the best possible course to pursue, not forgetting to

humble ourselves before the Lord for all our unworthmess. But from some
cause our reception with the secretary was decidedly different from what it

was the day before. Cool and reserved, he had concluded that his mind ought
to be established in matters of religion, at the age of 45 years, and he declined

reading the books which he had previously requested the pleasure to see.-

He gave his opinion, that if w^e wished to communicate with the King,

he was only accessible through some prime minister, or leading officer in the

state department. He named the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, and also his

excellency the State's Minister of Pubhc Worship, V. Kaumer.
Now, after retiring to our room, and calling upon the Lord, according to

the privilege of the priesthood in days of revelations from the heavens, we
deemed it necessary to mark out some course of conduct to be pursued in

our mission, not knowing whether we should be permitted to stay a day or a

year. Only two methods of proceedure seemed to present to our minds from
which we might select one. One method was, to adopt a secret, unobserved

course of introducing the Gospel, without excitement or much notoriety, until

we could gain a foothold. We, however, soon came to the conclusion that

this method, however desirable, would be wholly impracticable. We could

not even stop an hour in any person's house, private or public, without send-

ing our passport to the police-office, to give notice of our whereabouts. There
was danger of hiring any one to secrecy that might harbour us, lest he should

prove to be a minion of Government in disguise. For, we were most credibly

informed that a system of secret espionage was continually practised, and the

minions of Government, unobserved, were operating in every sphere—in

domestic and private life, as well as public, and yet unknown, except to

the authorities of the Government. This fact was most abundantly confirmed

to us. The question then arose in our minds—is it the design of the Apos-
toHc power that sent us, that we should undertake to introduce the Gospel

in this manner where such a rigid police ordeal exists, with all these liabilities-

and contingencies. Our conclusion was in the negative. The time has not

yet come in this way to fish and hunt in order to save the souls of men, as

the spies in Canaan saved Eahab and her house. But the powers that be,

shall be honored according to their station, firstly, in order that sovereigns

and rulers may be proved in their ofiicial responsibilities, knowing full w^eU

that they, too, have a Sovereign and Euler in the eternal heavens, who will

judge both the prince and the peasant by one impartial scale of unerring

justice. On the other hand, we had received encouragement from his Majesty

the lung of Prussia that he would maintain an honourable bearing towards a

deputation from a nvimerous and worthy people, whose history and doctrines

he had officially inquired after, through our honourable delegate at Wasliington,

J. M. Bernhisel ; and whose inquiry had been promptly responded to by an
early transmission of all the information which our best books could fm-nish.

.

The Prussian Ambassador, residing in London, had forwarded to his Ma-
jesty, at Berlin, a full and complete set of books from the Church's Branch
Office, in Liverpool (England). We concluded that we had a right to anti--

cipate at least a respectable reception, until our mission could be fairly and
honourably disposed of, on principles of civihty at least. Accordingly our;

reflections finally balanced in favor of addressing a request to one of the

highest officers of the Government of Prussia for to grant us an interview



with liis Majesty tlie King of Prussia, and also the privilege of preaching

and publishing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in his dominions. Accordingly,

we drew up the follo^^ing letter, addressed to his excellency Y. Raumer,
State's Minister of Public Worship. Here I insert an exact transcript of the

original letter :

—

" TO HIS EXCELLENCY MR. V. EAUMEE, STATE's MINISTEE OF PUBLIC

WOESHIP.

" The undersigned Ministers of the Gospel of the Church of Jesus Christ,

from the United States of America, constitute a deputation from the Chm-ch
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (commonly called Mormons), bearing

credentials from Brigham Young, Governor of the Territory of Utah, United
States of America.

" Your excellency is doubtless aware that his Majesty the King of Prussia,

not long since, instructed his Majesty's Minister at Wasliington, Baron Y.

Herolt, to inquire of the delegate in CongTess from Utah Territory, the Hon.
J. M. Bernhisel, what were the distinguishing tenets and doctrines of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints [alias Mormons). In response

to that inquiiy, the books best calculated to give the information desired by
his Majesty the King of Prussia, were promptly forwarded to his Majesty
from the Church's Office, in Liverpool (England).

" Further action was also taken by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Samts at their late General Conference, held at Great Salt Lake City,

September 1st, 1852, to send the undersigned as a chosen deputation, whose
duty it should be to seek, in the most respectful manner, an interview with

liis Majesty the King of Prussia, and with his excellency the State's Minister

of Public Worship, in order to answer any interrogations that might be pro-

pounded by his Majesty, or by his Majesty's Minister of Public ^Yorship,

whereby the marvellous work which has been wrought by the God of our

fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the land of America, and in the

islands of the sea, and in remote parts of the earth, may be conveyed to all

sovereigns and all subjects, who are meekly and humbly waiting for the sal-

vation of the true Israel of God, scattered abroad among eveiy nation, Idu-

(Ired, tongue, and people,
" The undersigned deputation do also most respectfully solicit the royal

favor of being permitted to preach and publish to his Majesty's subjects, in

the kingdom of Prussia, the prominent doctrines of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, as set forth in the publications previously foi'-

warded to his Majesty, at the instance of the Hon. J. M. Bernhisel.

" The undersigned have taken the liberty to address yoiu- Excellency in

the use of the English language, being but imperfectly skilled in the know-

ledge of the German tongue.
" And the undersigned will await the reply of your Excellency at Hotel

Zur Stadt, Magdeburg, Monstrasse, No. 11.

" In the meantime, supplicating grace, mercy, and peace from the God of

Heaven to rest upon his Majesty the King of Prussia, and upon his Majesty's

State's Minister of Public Worship, for ever, we bave the honor to subscribe

ourselves your humble servants in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

" Orson Spencer.

" Jacob Houtz.

''Berlin, January 29f7i, 1853."
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The foregoing letter having been dedicated to God, we took particular pains

to deliver into the residence of His Excellency, with our own hands ; the

porter of his Excellency received the same, and said that the deUvery was

right. When this duty was dischai'ged, we felt perfectly tranquil, and satis-

fied that we had done the best that we could. This letter was delivered to

His Excellency on Saturday, the 29th Januar3^ On Monday, the 31st, at

night, we received a summons signed by the President of the king's police,

requiring our attendance at the police ofl&ce, on Tuesday, the 1st February,

at 1 1 o'clock, a.m.

The night previous to our examination before the king's police, I told

Elder Houtz that we would prepare ourselves again to call upon the Lord, and

I assured him that we should have some intimation from our Heavenly Father

concerning our true position, that night. Here allow me to say, that in all

our decisions and doings, there existed the most perfect union of spirit and
effort between myself and brother Houtz.

We laid ourselves down to sleep, full of praises, and confidence in our God,

neither knowing nor fearing any harm.

That night, I had a dream, which I trust you will allow me to relate. I

saw myself on the platform of a scaffold of a barn—the rails and poles laid

across from one great beam to another. On the verge of this scaffold of raUs

and slabs lying far aloft, above the barn floor, in a scattered relation, I saw
myself leading the way, and a companion follo^\ing, the latter saying, this

will be a precarious matter to walk on such a scaffold, from one great beam to

the other. Yes, said I, but we shall go it. Another companion did not seem
to reach the height of the scaffold before he went back. A few other men
seemed to be sitting hard by the border of the same scaffold, but not exactly

upon it. I succeeded in reaching the opposite great beam, in one or two in-

stances however, fixing a place for my companion to step wdth caution. But
after I reached the opposite beam I had yet to make two or three steps,

solely upon the beam about twelve inches wide, which seemed the most dif-

ficult part of the whole matter. But these steps I was bound to take at aU
hazards. It occurred to me that it would ill become me to stoop or crawl on
my hands and knees, and accordingly I made the attempt to walk the short

distance that remained, in a perfectly upright position of the body. But
while I was making the requisite steps, I found that I must go off. And hav-

ing gone as far as I could, I made a virtue of necessity, and jumped barely in

time to secure my feet under me, and alighted upon some old hay, -srithout any
injury, to the gratification of some that were looldng on from the side which
I had departed from. I joined in the congratulation, and said it was a quick

movement indeed. I awoke, and discovered that it was a dream, and imme-
diately exclaimed. From whence is this dream '? Is this from God "? Lord, how
.shall I know whether this is from thee or from some other source ? The re-

ply then came to me, quick as thought, in an easy manner, as though it had
been read from some printed book—" Mine Angel hath stood by yom* bed-

side, to keep all foul spirits away from you, in order that my Spuit might in-

dite the truth upon your mind, even as a fond and tender mother watches
over her sleeping child to brush the flies away, and to prevent its being dis-

turbed when it needs refreshing : and this is the way that I revealed myself
to my servant Jacob at Bethel, while he slept upon a stone for a piUow : and
this is the way that I revealed my wA\ to Solomon in a dream." Then it

was, as the foregoing dream and answer to my enquuy flowed into my mind,
like honey and oil, that my heart melted within me, and my soul
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the Lord even spoken to me, and His Angel, like the police of Heaven,
stood by my bed-side, while I was unconscious of it, and knew not the glory

that surrounded me ? This testimonial of the divine guidance and protection,

to me, a stranger, in a strange land, afforded me ample compensation for all

the travel of a long journey through sea-sickness and frosty deserts, and the
privation of family, of home, and of the priesthood of Zion—and the expense
of time and means. JNIany are the testimonies of the Lord to them that

keep His commandments, but the richest of all his testimonies are those

which come when they are most needed. In the morning I communicated
the dream to Elder Houtz, and told him at the same time, that I did not
know how long we should be in crossing the scafibld, but probably we might
have to jump in order to escape something vv'orse. It occurred to me that it

would be best to employ a licensed interpreter of the English and German
languages to act for us before the police court, although brother Houtz had a
passable knowledge of the German. M}^ object was, to have a private inter-

preter in disguise, that could oversee both the public interpreter and the

Prussian judges, without himself being known as an interpreter. Uj)on our
admission into the presence of the court, however, the court whispered to the

public interpreter, and he was detained and not suffered to be present at our

examination. Either the clerk of the court or one of the judges acted as in-

terpreter, mangling the English, however, rather disagreeably. After some
interchanges of words among themselves, in a low tone, and while passing from
one court room to another, they at length commenced the examination, which
I will relate s^ith as much accuracy as my memoiy will permit :

—

What is your object in coming to the city of Berlin ?

We came here to obtain permission of the authorities of Prussia to

preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the fundamental doctrines of which are

set forth in printed books, which have been sent to his Majesty your King.

I then interposed and asked the Com't, if we were summoned before that

Court in answer to a letter bearing om' signatures, addressed to his Excellency

V. Eaumer, in which letter the object of our visit to the city of Berlin was

distinctly explained. The answer of the Court was in the negative. Still,

certain questions and concurring circumstances led us to scruple the veracity

of the reply. Court.—Will you state what was your object in coming

here ? or what religio-n do you teach ? Is it the Evangelical religion ? Is

it the Catholic or the Protestant religion you wish to teach ? Answer.—

I

will tell you in few words. We wish to teach the Gospel as revealed to

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, from the Heavens. This

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organised in the year

1830, in America, by Joseph Smith, a Prophet sent of God, and ordained

by the ministry of an xlngel from Heaven to reveal and preach salvation to

the inhabitants of the earth. Court.—Who is this Jesus Christ ? and who
is Joseph Smith ? Answer.—[Before we could answer the last questions we
had to indulge a smile, that authorities high in the established Evangelical

Church of Prussia shoiild be troubled with such a weak memory as to forget

who Jesus Christ was. They might forget and lose the spirit of Christ, but

how should they forget liis name?] How, said the Court again, does your

religion differ from the Evangelical or Lutheran Church ? Beply.—Our

Church is an exact likeness to the Primitive Church, having in it Apostles,

Prophets, &c., with the gifts of miracles, healings, &c., enjoying the ministry

of angels from heaven. Court.—You have some order of marriage—what is
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your order of marriage, and how does it differ from that of the Evangelical

Church '? Answer.—^If two persons are mutually agreed, and there are no
known obstacles to their vmion, they are married for time and for all eternity.

Court.—Well, that is oui* method of marriage. I then said, then you many
for time and for all eternity, do you ? Yes. Here I take occasion to remark,

that the Court did not seem to rest satisfied with the inquiry about marriage,

and the answer. They either had a vague and imperfect idea of our system

of plurality of wives, or they had forgotten something perhaps which they had
been instructed to inquire after, or they could not express their question in

English, according to their wish. They undoubtedly conceived that there was

something objectionable in our system of marriage, which they wanted to use

to our disadvantage, but could not get at it. Have you any secret signs and
tokens among you, like unto the Catholics ? No, not to my knowledge, for I do

not know what secret signs the Catholics have. I asked, if they knew before

of our coming, and the object of it. They replied, they suspected our busi-

ness. Again, I inquired if Mr. V. Raumer, the State's Minister of Public

Worship, was the most suitable government officer to apply to, in order to

get access to the Iving, and also to decide the question whether we might

preach and publish the Gospel in the Kingdom of Prussia? The Court

replied in the affirmative, and said that our application to preach the Gospel

would then be handed over to his Excellency Mr. V. Raumer, for his sanction

or rejection. This led us most assuredly to believe not only that his

Excellency Mr. V. Raumer had received our letter of the 29th January,

1853, and instigated the summons which had brought us before the King's

Police, February 1st, but also that Mr. V. Raumer was actually in session

with the President of the King's Police in an adjoining room, and did

dictate the order for our banishment out of the kingdom, which followed the

investigation. After we had borne testimony to the work of the Lord, and
the organization of the Church by his Prophet Joseph Smith, and also to the

doctrines of the Church, they took our declarations in writing, and requested

us to sign the same, which we did do with all readiness, being glad to leave

upon their public records a knowledge of the fundamental principles of salva-

tion, with the testimony of two witnesses bearing the eternal Priesthood of God
signed to the same. And I verily believe our testimony will remain against

them to the final reckoning of the judgment day. Our testimony was then
translated into the German for the comprehension of the whole Court, and
transferred into another room for the inspection and action of some higher
powers. During this period we held some little conversation with that member
of the Court, who could speak imperfect English, concerning the relative popu-
lations and products of Berlin and New York. I never was more sensible of
the instruction given by Jesus Christ to his disciples—when you are brought
before governors and kings, " take no thought how or what je shall speak, for

it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak." While we
w^ere going to the place of trial, I repeated aloud to Brother Houtz the
foregoing passage of Scripture, feeling to rejoice abundantly in the assurance
that the precious promise of Christ would in very deed be perfectly fulfilled.

Surely the Lord is a God of Truth, and let all people trust in his most
holy and unerring word.

After the lapse of some time, the decision of the higher authorities was
returned from some distant apartment or office, and we were permitted to

read our destination in the English language. The decision of the Court
was in substance as follows :—You, Orson Spencer and Jacob Houtz, are
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hereby commanded to depart out of this kingdom to-mon'ow morning, under
the penalty of transportation ; and you are also forbidden ever to return to

this kingdom hereafter, under the penalty of being transported. After

perusing the order, I requested the Court to give me a copy of it, in order

that I might have some written instrument to show to the authority that had
sent me. My request was denied, and I was given to understand that we
would have to obey the order without any copy being given. This denial

was significantly expressed. I then said, have we committed any fault, or

any crime whatever, that we should be subjected to such abrupt and rigid

banishment ? The reply was, No ! but it is your religion that has caused it.

When this declaration was made, imputing the only feult to our religion, my
heart inwardly rejoiced, and I said to myself, om* religion is good, and pure,

and faultless, having come from the holy heavens ; and having spoken against

that, you will have to answer it to Him, who revealed it from the Heavens for

the blessing and salvation of all those who should receive it. I next sought

to have them protract the time of our departure, alleging that we had some
imfinished business that woidd detain us a week, or at least two or three

days, in order to finish it, &c. No; was the peremptoiy reply, you cannot have

it ; you must go, to-morrow morning. Finding them inexorable, I then said,

I suppose the morning means any time till evening. The reply was, you
must go to-morrow morning at eight o'clock, at the same time using some
contemptuous expression in the German, which was understood by Elder

Houtz to be uttered in some anger. The ruling judge, then got the railway

time-table, after which he said, that we must depart at half-past seven

o'clock the next morning.

The court next asked, if we fully understood our destination and their de-

cision, and if we did, they wished we would sign a declaration that we were

not ignorant of the decision, but fully understood it, which we consented ta

sign. Finding, that the more we said to theui, so much the more they

endeavom'ed to thrust us away in a barbarous manner, we ceased our

efforts. They then passed us into two other rooms, in each of which we un-

derwent a minute and distinct inspection, the object of which appeared to

be, to take a registry of the description of our persons, and perhaps another

object was to overawe us with a sense of our danger if ever we were found

again in the precincts of that kingdom. But we looked do-wn upon them as

being as much beneath us as the very dust of om' feet : and they had no

power but from God, who was om' friend by covenant, and not theirs. There-

fore we felt more contempt for them, than they possibly could feel for us, be-

cause we had knowledge from whence all power emanates, and they ^^ere ig-

norant. Poor wretches ! our souls were full of blessings and heavenly de-

sires for their good, and the good of theu- king and all his subjects, up to the

very day that they thrust us from their presence, and would not hearken to

the great tidings which we had brought to them over seas and continents,

and Angels had brought from the distant realms of glory. The heavens will

bear an eternal record that we loved their souls, and poured out our hearts

night and day that peace and salvation might come unto them ; but now our

desires are turned to other people who are more worthy of the kingdom of

God. They took the precaution so to mark our passport, that when we had

occasion to show it, some significant marks would show policemen that we
were under sentence of expulsion from the kingdom. It was now past two

o'clock in the afternoon, and we still desired to see if the American Minister,

or his Secretary, could or u-ould do anything expressive of his disapprobation
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of such proceedings tovrards Americau citizens. We knew that such treat-

ment was undoubtedly in violation of the comity of civilized and friendly

nations. Our next object was to prove the fidelity of our own Ambassador
towards American citizens. We however found that both the members of the

Legation had gone out upon a riding excursion, and would not return to their

office till evening. Although the time allowed to us to tarry was inadequately

short, still we called again, and with some difficulty obtained a few moments
of the Secretary's time in signing our passports, and the meagre consolation

from him that many others, and some of the best men, had been as abruptly

driven from the city as we had been. We then resigned ou.rselves submis-

sively to the decree that thrust us out, being abundantly assured that there

was no probable chance to evade it. Retlections, of course, arose in our
minds—had we done all that vre could to plant the GosjdoI in the hearts of

the people to whom we were sent ? Would it have been s^^sdom in us to have
remained beyond the time stipulated by the government for our departure,

and thereby put the validity and efficacy of their order to the test ? Was
there a reasonable hope that we could have set down with impunity in any
other part of the Prussian dominion '? V\^as it possible that the king himself
(living in close proximity with the State's Minister of Public Worship, and
the Pi'esideut of Police) had not been a co-worker in the expulsory order, and
perhaps v^'ould have countermanded the order of his State's Minister and the

President of Police? These were questions that passed and repassed through our
minds with as deep considerations as the circumstances of the case would allow.

We felt the importance of the mission, its bearing upon the destinies of a
great and precious people, and the lamentation that must follow any neglect or
mismanagement on our part. The repulse was sudden, and, so far as we
knew, unparalleled in the history of the missions of this Church. For the
success of this mission, prayer had probably been offered up to God daily

from the hearts of the best of men in many lands. As yet, however, up to

the date of this letter, v.-e have not been able to discover any essential error

in our proceedings. Our minds have enjoyed quietude and satisfaction in the
endeavour to do the best that we could, and we have been enabled, in all

meekness and faith, to wash our feet clean from the condemnation that may
attend the inhabitants of Prussia. And should you, dear President, upon
-the reception of this letter, think proper to give us your approbation for hav-
ing gone to the full extent that our wisdom and ability wovild permit in

righteousness, it will tend greatly to confirm our joy and satisfaction in the
important mission assigned us. A careful observer of signs and circumstances
might feel prompted to conjecture several reasons, or rather causes, why the
message of heaven has been so abruptly and deplorably spurned, and rejected

by the authorities of the kingdom of Prussia. The genius of the Prussian
Government is widely different from what many living in the free United
States, might suppose it to be.

There are two classes of men, who are in some measure qualified to form
a tolerably correct estimate of the nature and character of the governments
of Europe, or more especially of the Western parts of Europe. One class

is, those who have travelled or lived under these governments ; another is,

those who have seen the condition of these nations, in the visions of the
Spirit of God. But one abatement should enter into the calculation of those
who have travelled into the nations of Europe, only a few years since ; and
that is this : Europe is not now what it was only a year or two since. The
bias and wane to Democracy which existed a few years since, is now making
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an accelerated retrograde movement back to the most rigid despotism. Where
revolutions have recently occurred, the people themselves have proved to de-

monstration that they cannot abide either freedom, or blessing, or salvation.

They cannot endure the simplest principles of self-pi'eservation and order,

saying nothing of the purer and higher order and organization of the

Gospel. Southern Slaves are better qualified to appreciate blessings (aside

from the curse upon them) than the great mass of white subjects in Western
Europe. Consequently, like the dog, the latter return to their own vomit,

and like the sow that was washed, they return with ten-fold greediness to

their wallowing in the mire. The freest and most intelligent nation of

Europe, except England, has made a most palpable demonstration towards

popular freedom. The result has been, that the people themselves could not

abide any thing but high-handed despotism. Their hearts are so full of

filthiness, abomination, and every deceitful and wicked thing, that nothing but

the fetters of despotism, dra^^n tighter and tighter, until they actually perish

in their chains, Avill meet the exigency of their case. This demonstration

in favour of a sort of tclesthd salvation, has been made by the most inviting

and promising part of all Continental Europe. France is the flov>'er and

pride of the Continent of Europe. But France cannot abide even the twi-

light that shoots up from the Western horizon. She recoils back towards her

own nocturnal darkness, as more congenial to the abominations that have long

been growing sturdy and invincible with the duration of many ages. How
then shall tlie nations dv^elling in exterior darkness, Avithout even the faint

radiations of twilight, abide any thing but the vials of wrath, and those with-

out mixture. Y\^estern Europe, including Prussia, Austria, Greece, Paissia,

and Turkey, are, in comparison with France, as huge beasts likened to some

slender animals whom some effort has been made to tame : the grisly

bear, tiger, and lion, in other words, compared with the deer or antelope.

Bu-t if my information be correct, even France is far deeper in the pit of

horrid abomination than Sodom ever dared to be. What then must Western

Europe be ? Here, similitudes fail. The despotism and slavery of Western

Europe is like the darkness of ancient Egypt, more capable of being felt than

described. The lips of the populace are sealed, and the province of their

thoughts is confined to the narrow, dark chambers of their natal embryo.

Long-continued estrangement from natural rights and privileges has ren-

dered even conscience their enemy, and a despot accusing and menacing them

for presuming to think or speak in matters of freedom and salvation. The

spirit of truth has been so belied, and so ingeniously transformed and depicted

for many ages as an enemy to the popular masses, that it is regarded as a

visitant of hideous designs, and no matter in what form it comes, it is looked

upon as full of "fire-brands, arrows, and death; " and the people flee before the

first symptoms of its approach, as they would from the pestilence, and myriads

of forked-tongued serpents. But are the rulers happy who have reduced the

people to this sad and hopeless dilemna ? No, far from it. That which they

have sown, they stand in momentary and awful fear of reaping. They have

reduced and subjugated the people through hes, bribery, sensuality, imprison-

ment, tortures, murders, and, worse than all, pious dogmas that doubly kill.

Those are happy, like robbers, whose immense, blood-bought treasures liave

to be watched with incessant and fearful anxiety. But though you, dear

brother, may not ask, yet some will dou1)tless ask, how can all these things

be and continue in countries where there exist such splendid and richly en-

dowed Universities of learning, and where religion is not only universal, but
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established by law, aud the sovereigns themselves are the pious heads of the

Church, and profess and solemnly avow that they receive continued revela

tious from the God of Heaven, to direct them in all their ways ? Universities

have schooled the people, and law-established Chiu'ches have prayed and
preached the people into tlie nethermost corners of hell. But for these, the

people would not, and could not, have been subjugated and reduced to such
impotence, wretchedness, and abomination.

I do exceedingly marvel at the great power of the Devil among the

nations. The extent of the oppressions, cruelties, abominations, and
miseries, is greater than my heart ever conceived before. If these be the

fruits of early apostacy and transgression of the laws, covenant, and ordi-

nances of God, then my heart exclaims, how terrible are thy judgments
against evil doers. Oh, thou Holy One of Israel ! Oh, thou righteous ruler

of heaven and earth, suffer not men to continue in their wickedness, and
corrupt the whole earth; but cut off the wicked speedily, before they multiply

and increase their wicked ways upon the earth.

The condition of the wicked nations of the earth is so complicated, so full of

entanglement, so hopelessly corrupt, that it really seems bordering upon un-

kindness and want of fatherly compassion not to allow them to make a speedy

end of themselves, aud sweep the earth clean of such unspeakable pollution.

When I have stood by the bedside of a fellow-man suffering excruciating

agonies from some mortal and incurable disease, I have most heartily wished

that death might hasten to his release, and rescue the sufferer. When I

contemplate the condition of many nations of Europe, as beyond the pale of

recovery to righteousness, and as led captive to the Devil, and a prey to every

deceitful and hurtful lust—shut out from knowledge—all domestic and social

ties sundered, even as the precious growing corn is rent and trampled

under foot of smne—all of&ces of humanity abolished or banished—the

cries of starvation, excessive and rewardless toil, the wailings of calamity,

and the groanings of oppressed innocence, are hushed at the point of the

bayonet, or by the gloom of the dungeon—and the light of eternity is not per-

mitted to reflect a ray of consolation upon the benighted mind—my heart ex-

claims. Oh Lord, hasten to reap down the earth, and suffer not the miseries

of the human race to linger. Let the strong be dispossessed of his ill-obtained

goods. But, after the testimony of Thy servants has gone forth to all

nations, let righteousness be laid to the line, and judgment to the plummet;
and sweep away the refuges of lies ; and abolish the covenant with death

;

and break up the agreement with hell.

Now, dear sir, that there is an agreement between some of the potentates

in high places, and the satanic rulers of the darkness of this world, suffer

me to give a very reliable account of some extraordinary features in the

character of the Czar of Russia. My information comes through an inti-

mate friend of the Emperor Nicholas, said to be a philosopher of considerable

distinction. Nicholas, the Emperor of Russia, claims that he receives reve-

lations from God continually, and that he has been raised up by the God of

heaven for the express purpose of uniting the Catholic, and Greek or Pro
testant. Churches into one Church. By him the long lamented breach between
these adverse religious powers is to be healed. The reins of authority and
power are given to him for this express purpose and end. He regards the
Pope of Rome to be a usurj)er and impostor ; and he, Nicholas, is ordained of

God'to destroy the power of the Pope, and unite the two great contending
religious powers into one. Now, the Emperor Nicholas is the brother-ia-law
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of Frederick William, the King of Prussia ; that is, the Empress of Paissia,

the wife of Nicholas, is the sister of Frederick, the King of Prussia. Now,
the lung of Prussia is said to be a very pious man, and his brother-in-law,

Nicholas, must be equally pious, seeing that he receives revelations from God,
and is ordained to so great a work of restitution in the affau's of Europe.
And there is ample proof that the latter couples works with his faith, in that

he musters the largest and most effective military force now knov/n in

Europe. Par nohilium fratnim,—a pair of noble brothers !

The Emperor of Austria, too, for the first time, it is said, has paid a veiy
friendly and familiar visit to Berlin to see Eng Frederick. Each of these

sovereigns, it will be recollected, claims to be the representative of adverse

religions. Catholics, Greeks, and Lutheran Protestants here seem inclined

to dip their several spoons into one common soup-dish,

—

" How pleasant 'tis to see

Kindred and brethren all agree."

It only needs the Sublime Porte, or the Mahometan Ottoman, to cast his

spoon into the same soup-dish, and the holy quadrangle will be nearly com-
plete enough to take peace from a fourth part of the earth, and carry out the

consumption decreed of heaven, and make an end of many nations. No
douljt, these pious personages will do up their Avork religiously, according to

their holy profession and calling. They already know how to use the sword,

in order to back up their revelations, and, if other things are lacking, to make
out their full equipment, I think the arsenal of heaven can furnish a ready

supply of such effective instruments as plague, pestilence, and famine, by
which the consumption decreed will be accomplished. And if the straggling

dissenters, under the name of " spiritual rappers," who have fled to the

United States, do not hail from the ensign of Western Europe for their

license to preach and reveal the things of the " Spirit World," they are in

danger of being hurled into oblivion by the greater works of the authorities

at their fountain head on this side the Atlantic. The people of the Continent

are living in fearful apprehension of revolutions and wars ; and the suspense,

jealousy, and vigilance consequent upon such a state of things, are like the

precursory pangs of dissolution. The first shadow of suspicious a2)pearances

is readily magnified and changed into real form, and substance, and summary
execution nips the germ before any developement of the bud can designate

to what class or genus it belongs. The rulers fear the people, and the people

hate the rulers.

The last desperate effort is now making of trying to unite the different so-

vereigns against the people, under the sway of their respective sceptres.

This is a dernier resort ; necessity alone dictates it, and necessit}^ may per-

haps bring this union of rulers into a temporary completion. The channels

of intercommunication aiuong the people are measurably closed or abolished,

thi'ough a system of espionage that has reached the zenith of perfection.

Consequently the people cannot know their own strength, neither can they

consolidate their energies into any position of self-defence against the shame-

less aggressions of despotic rulers. No plans can be concerted or even dis-

cussed with safety ; no whispers can reach the ceiling of midnight privacy,

but the spirits of air will convey the same to their antagonistic oppressors.

Therefore the people are being prepared to be led forth to the slaughter, by

despots, even as the ox that Imows not his bloody destination. They cannot

help themselves ; they have neither knowledge nor power to help themselves.

The chains of darkness hold them fast. There is none to deliver—no arm
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to bring salvation. But some one may say, is there none of Heaven's Police

to guard the way of the righteous—to open the window-shutters of the soul

-—to cleanse the avenues of intelligence, and let in the redeeming light of

eternity, except for those who dwell in Zion ? Yes, it may be there is all

this, and more ; but seemingly not now. Is not the Lord beginning to say

to many nations, " this is your hour, and the power of darkness " ? and as

he said to Judas when Satan had entered into him, " what thou doest, do

quickly"? Do not the powers of darkness prevail over all flesh, excepting

but a small portion ? And is not that wicked revealed in high places (though

in lying wonders) so effectively as to ensnare the nations, and ultimately to

execute the decree of consumption, when few men shall be left. But if

judgments are permitted to go forth, and wars are allowed to make many
nations desolate, in order to gratify the evil propensities of despotic rulers,

may we not fondly hope that manj^ millions, now groaning under the ii'on

hand of their oppressors, will make a happy exchange of their condition?

They are not voluntaiy and intelligent agents in these prospective scenes of

carnage and human slaughter, and are therefore comparatively innocent. And
thougii swept off this earth by appalling calamities, and the ambitious schemes

of blood-guilty rulers, yet they will go to that land where the "weai7;^ \\dll be at

rest, and where the wicked will cease from troubling." In that land to which

the signs of the times seem to indicate that they are hastening, they will be-

come accessible to the servants of God and to the glorious light of truth,

which are now withheld from them by the cunning craft of men, and by
rulers who make merchandise of the souls of men, and sacrifice millions upon
the bloody altar of theii' ambition.

But I have alreadj'' protracted this letter beyond my original design, and
must now close. The work of the Lord is veiy prosperous in Great Britain,

imder the able Presidency of Elder Samuel W. Richards. The Saints are

progressing in knowledge, union, and the power of the spirit of truth. I have

had the pleasure to preach to several large meetings of different Conferences,

and find that the revelation concerning the Kew and Everlasting Covenant is

not only happily and gratefully received, but it is also inspiring the thousands

of British Saints with the most ardent desires to be gathered to the valleys

of the mountains. On account of the great length of time required in order

to get your instructions relative to my future movements, and that of those

associated with me in the Prussitin Mission, I have written to President

Orson Pratt for his earliest advice as to the propriety of my laboring in the

United States, together with Elder Jacob Houtz, until you think proper to

call me to my family and the bosom of the Church. A homeward mission is

always acceptable, when it is followed with your approbation and blessing.

Elder Clough is advised to stop in England at present. Any advice that

your multiplied engagements may suffer you to give my dear family in my
absence will be most sensibly appreciated.

That you may long live to feed the Church of Christ \rith knowledge and
understanding, and hold the sceptre of righteousness on the earth, and enjoy

the fruits of your abundant labors, is the unceasing prayer of your humble
servant, and truly affectionate brother in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

OPvSON SPENCER
Liveqwol, England, February Sth, 1853.

petntud fob the publisher, by k. james, 39, south castle street, LIVERPOOH.
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